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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICTHIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

The Visioning Committee has been meeting once a month for the last nine
months to determine the next steps in creating 21st-century learning
env ironments for Xenia’s students. The Committee will host Facilit ies Plan
Listening Sessions on Thursday, May 16, and all Xenia residents are inv ited to
attend. 

Three L i s t ening S ess ions  MAY 16: Three L i s t ening S ess ions  MAY 16: 

9 :00  a.m. at  t he Board of  Educat ion Off ice, 819 Colorado Dr i v e9:00 a.m. at  t he Board of  Educat ion Off ice, 819 Colorado Dr i v e
3:30 p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l3 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l
7 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l7 :30  p.m. at  W arner  Middle S chool , 600 Buckskin Trai l

Each session will be the same so it is not necessary to attend all three sessions.

The sessions will begin with a brief presentation of the Visioning Committee’s
work to define what the future could look like for Xenia’s students, which include
several building plan options addressing how best students can learn in our
rapidly changing world. 

The building options offer ideas to address renovations, additions,
improvements, and/or replacement of the district’s middle and high school
buildings. Attendees will have the opportunity to prov ide feedback directly to
district administrators. It is not necessary to RSVP to attend a Listening Session. If
you have any questions, contact Wendy Planicka, Coordinator of
Communications, at (937) 562-9005 or wplanicka@xeniaschools.org.

The Visioning Committee is comprised of 75 Xenia residents who are invested in
the future of Xenia Community Schools. The committee is made up of parents,
teachers, district staff, students, business owners, retirees, local leaders, elected
officials, and interested citizens. 

We hope you'll join us for this exciting conversatoin about our future.



Help Us Recognize the Best of the Best!Help Us Recognize the Best of the Best!
Help us recognize the best of the best! We will
recognize one Teacher of the Year and one
Support Staff Person of the Year during our
Back to School celebration in August. The
recipients of these prestigious awards will be
honored for their demonstrated excellence,
their dedication to student achievement and
success, their posit ive attitude, their proven
leadership skills, and innovative ideas. The
nomination form can be found here on our
website. The nomination deadline is May 10.

Foundation Inducts Four Into Hal l  of HonorFoundation Inducts Four Into Hal l  of Honor
Congratulations are in order for the
Xenia Community Schools Foundation
Hall of Honor Class of 2019! Four new
members were inducted this past
Saturday: Gary L. Allen, XHS Class of
1961, Educator, Community Volunteer
and Role Model; Scott J. Anger, XHS
Class of 1981, Law Enforcement Officer
and Role Model; Elaine J. Hughes,
Retired Nurse, Community and School
Volunteer and Role Model and
Douglas W. Yates, XHS Class of 1976,
Karate Instructor and Competitor and
Role Model. You can read more about
them on our website.

State Test ing Is AlmostState Test ing Is Almost
CompleteComplete

Students have been working very hard
on their Ohio State Assessments!
Congratulations to all students,
parents, and teachers in
accomplishing this huge task and
accommodating changes in daily
schedules. This week fifth graders
tested in math, and high school
students will test in math, geometry,
American history, government, and
biology, and next week the fifth
graders will test in science.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOLHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOL

http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/teacher___support_staff_of_the_year_awards
http://www.xeniaschools.org/about_us/latest_news/foundation_inducted_four_into_hall_of_honor


Visit  to the Aquarium!Visit  to the Aquarium!

The Preschool's Kindergarten students
v isited the Newport Aquarium!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARY

Apri l  Al l-Stars!Apri l  Al l-Stars!

Congratulations to the following April
Arrowood All-Stars who demonstrate
their Buccaneer Best behaviors on a
daily basis! Kindergarten - Joseph
Gipson, Arrianna Wallen, Mira Palmer,
and Logan Loftis. First Grade - Aiden
Albert, Tony Barajas, Brooklyn Price,
and Bailey Brehm. Second Grade -
Caley Bevan, Kaiya Gaines, Kayla
Raynor, and Sophia Scafone. Third
Grade - Rachel Bogan, Ryan Alex, Jack
Puett, and Estavan Barajas. Fourth
Grade - Koen Wallace, JD Shope,
Madisyn Day, and Tyler Brown. Fifth
Grade - Kaelyn Wickham, Immy Grant,
and Isabella Gregg.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARY



Roar! Learn ing about DinosaursRoar! Learn ing about Dinosaurs

Mrs. Skaggs’ kindergarten class learned all about dinosaurs! Their classroom was
transformed back in time into the land of the dinosaurs. Students participated in
various activ it ies - they dug for fossils, hunted for skeletons, measured how big a
T-Rex’s footprints were, designed a home for a dinosaur, and hatched dinosaur
eggs. 

Don't Crack the EggDon't Crack the Egg

Mr. McKinley’s and Mrs. Skaggs’ classes constructed a protective container to
keep an egg from breaking when dropped. They dropped their eggs from the top
of the playground slide to test their designs.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY



Visit  to the Children's MuseumVisit  to the Children's Museum

The second graders v isited the Duke Energy's Children's Museum in Cincinnati last
week. They watched an OmniMax movie on volcanoes, saw dinosaurs, petted a
snake, played in the water table, and even hoisted Mrs. Poole with a pulley. 

W ords of EncouragementW ords of Encouragement

On the Monday before their Ohio
State Test for math, fourth graders
were surprised to find in the hallway
some words of encouragement from
their favorite stars. Mrs. Ball had asked
the students prev iously who was their
favorite famous person. She found
photos of each person and wrote
encouraging "quotes" from them to
each student in her class.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY



W hen I Grow Up I W ant to BeW hen I Grow Up I W ant to Be
......

First graders have completed their
career research projects. They chose a
career they were interested in, then,
as a family project, they decorated a
template of a person in that career
field. In school they researched online
and found three facts about the
career, wrote an essay about it, then
combined it with their picture from
home to complete the project.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARY

Celebrating Jackie RobinsonCelebrating Jackie Robinson

On April 15, Mr. Hofmann‘s class
celebrated the day Jackie Robinson
broke the color barrier in baseball. His
students learned about Jackie’s
bravery, self control, and
determination. They also learned
about the people who tried to get in
his way and the many people who
Jackie could depend on. Mr. Hofmann
transformed his classroom into a ball
field to further engage students in
learning about his all-t ime favorite
baseball player.



Learning in the Dinosaur RoomLearning in the Dinosaur Room

Second grade students in Mrs. Frauman's class enjoyed spending time in their
newly decorated Dinosaur Room! They spent time measuring, used their STEAM
skills to build a cage for dinosaurs, and built dinosaur shapes using pattern blocks.
They also read books about dinosaurs in the reading cave and wrote a narrative
about what would happen if dinosaurs came back today. The class was able to
practice so many skills in a fun and engaging way!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLEHIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLE

W arner's Students of the MonthW arner's Students of the Month

Congratulations to Warner Middle School's Students of the Month for April, who
have demonstrated strong attention to their work and are an integral part of
class discussions and activ it ies. The students selected were treated to donuts
and juice and were given a "big" locker for the remainder of the year in the
uncrowded side hall. Pictured are, from sixth grade: Amirah Anderson, Gavin
McManus, Madison Pitstick, and Lathe Hawkins; from seventh grade: Alex Elliott,
Ethan Frisby, Hannah Fultz, and Tamiyah Jabbar; and from eighth grade: Alliyah
Cockran, Alexis Ventura, John-Michael Higgins, and Aiden Washburn.  

Several Concerts and Performances Coming UpSeveral Concerts and Performances Coming Up

Warner's bands, choirs, and drama have several upcoming events that will
showcase their hard work for the year and the skills they have developed:

Thursday, May 2, the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade bands will perform in
concert. Music begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Warner gym. 
Saturday, May 4, mixed bands and choirs will perform at the Kings Island
Music In The Parks event. Performance times are 8:25 a.m. (band), 8:40
(choir), and 9:40 (beginning band). 



Tuesday, May 7, Warner will host the choir's spring concert at 7:00 p.m. in
the gym. 
Wednesday, May 8, the performing arts schedule will conclude with the
performance of Peter Pan by Warner's drama students. The production
takes place at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.

Autobiographical StudyAutobiographical Study

In Miss Austin and Mrs. Scarborough's
sixth grade ELA class students read the
autobiographical memoir, "Small
Steps: The Year I Got Polio" by Peg
Kehret. Students then read a fiction
novel written by the same author,
"Runaway Twin". After finishing the
books, they wrote letters to the author
and they were mailed to Peg.
Everyone was excited when Peg
responded to the letters telling them
about her life post-polio and her
experiences as an author. Peg
encouraged everyone to "keep
reading!" 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGHHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGH

Mock Crash a Meaningfu l and Impactfu l ExperienceMock Crash a Meaningfu l and Impactfu l Experience

The 32nd Annual Mock Crash was held yesterday. The purpose of the Mock Crash
is to prov ide a graphic demonstration of the possible consequences of driv ing
while under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol. This event serves as a
valuable safety reminder during the Prom season. We greatly appreciate the
many companies, agencies, and law enforcement departments that work so
hard to make our Mock Crash a meaningful experience for students. Pictured
above, left, are student actors Jeanyene Szwec, Trey Cline, Lacey Bice, Heidi
Alex, and Morgan Williams. Pictured above right is student actor Trey Cline.

Volunteering at One BistroVolunteering at One Bistro

Members of student organization HOSA recently
helped serve food at One Bistro. Pictured is adv iser
Mrs. Wavra, Ayanna Bunch, Saphron Cummins,
Grace Sparks, and parent volunteer Mrs. Bunch. 

Painting the "X Factor" SpotPainting the "X Factor" Spot

Student Council members Isabele



Tettau, Lorean Napper, Emma
Campbell, Carsyn Siefert, Sarah Bogan,
and Cassidy Coonrod recently painted
the “X Factor” staff parking spot, which
honors staff members who have been
nominated and selected as an “X
Factor.”  The nominated staff member
has the opportunity to park in this
special spot for a week. Pictured are
Isabelle Tettau, Lorean Napper, Emma
Campbell, and Carsyn Siefert.

Renaissance Reward to theRenaissance Reward to the
MoviesMovies

288 students attended the Second
Semester Renaissance Reward last
week.  Students traveled to the
theater to watch the movie Avenger’s
End Game.  

LET'S STAY CONNECTEDLET'S STAY CONNECTED

Let's stay connected ... our website is a great place to get information about our
district and each of our schools.

Be sure to Like us on Facebook to stay up to date on district announcements and
school building news.

You can also follow Xenia Athletics on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date
on all grades 7-12 sports teams.

As always, feel free to reach out to me directly by email or call (937) 562-9011.

Have a great week,

Dr. Gabriel E. Lofton, Superintendent

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!

If you have a highlight, story idea, or photo you'd like to share to be included in
this newsletter or other district communications, email Wendy Planicka,
Coordinator of Communications.

http://www.xeniaschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools
https://www.facebook.com/XeniaAthletics/
https://twitter.com/XeniaAthletics
mailto:glofton@xenia.k12.oh.us
mailto:wplanicka@xenia.k12.oh.us

